
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Beachwood Historical Society 
 
  
Your Project Title: End of the Line 

Your Project Summary: Educating people through a series of historical presentations about the last or "end 

of the line" stop of the Van Sweringen Brothers' Train. Engaging people into outdoor activities at this Vans' 

unfinished train stop which today forms our Beachwood Park. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding requirements. I truly appreciate the complete 

programmatic breakdown demonstrating the various groups diverse in age, that you intend to engage 

through the "end of the line" programming. A clearer demonstration of how this is based on previously 

successful programming would've spoke more to the public benefit and the artistic excellence of what the 

historical society has to offer. There are clearer beneficial partnerships that support the programming such 

as local libraries and the investment in sharing your programming outside of your venue, showing a 

commitment to accessibility. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the Beachwood Historical Society application does meet the funding criteria. This 

application was a good example of how a cultural organization leverages arts & culture in a way that 

responds to community needs and not simply their organizational passions. The Beachwood Historical 

Society demonstrates strong public benefit. They do broadly state their community, but the application 

would benefit from a closer examination because of the fact that out of their community of 11,953 people, 

only 1,000 are expected to attend the program. What are the differences or similarities between the total 

community and the project audience? I appreciated the detailed timeline on what would happen when in 

the program calendar and additional information on the project venues. They know who they are and how 

to create programming that makes community involvement attractive and exciting. I also appreciated the 

itemized listing of expenses, even though numbers were not provided, because it gave me a clear sense 

that this was planned out. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project application only partially meets the funding criteria. I had a very hard time making 

the connection between the "End of the Line" theme with the monthly activities. How is the trip to Mitchell's 

Ice Cream, the luncheon on native plant gardening, or Tai Chi in the park relevant to this project theme? I 

believe there is an opportunity for great public benefit when learning about local history. But I don't see 

evidence in this application that this project will accomplish this. The project summary states that this project 

will educate people on the Van Sweringen Brothers AND engage people in outdoor activities in Beachwood 

Park. These are really two separate projects with different audiences, goals, and artistic and cultural 

content. For future funding applications, I suggest that you choose one instead of trying to fuse them 

together. 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application has events that are public and that celebrate culture and history, but all of the 

events will only be able to serve a small amount of the defined community and will not have a huge public 

benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The inclusion of multiple partners and organizations to help activate this project shows an ability 

to be responsive to the community needs. While I would have preferred a greater emphasis on how you 

believe the community will benefit from these activities (maybe through anecdotal evidence from prior 

programs), it seems like you have the buy-in from community partners to make this a success. The 

inclusivity of the free programming and the attention to the senior and youth communities were both 

convincing pieces of support for your project. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

